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SWAN VALLEY NYUNGAR CAMP SITE — REHABILITATION 
Statement by Minister for Planning 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Planning) [2.03 pm]: I rise to inform the house that today work 
commenced to rehabilitate and revegetate the site of the former Swan Valley Nyungar camp on Lord Street in 
Caversham. Works are expected to take several days and will involve the removal of 23 derelict buildings. 
Following their removal, the site will be remediated to return it back to its natural state. The long-term vision for 
the site is for a park of cultural and environmental significance that can be shared by all Noongar people and the 
wider community, a proposal that is presented in the draft “Korndin Kulluch — A Place of Reconciliation; Draft 
Bennett Brook Nyungar Cultural and Environmental Concept Plan”. The Western Australian Planning 
Commission and the Department of Finance worked with Aboriginal groups and representatives from the 
community to prepare the Korndin Kulluch concept plan, which aims to preserve the cultural significance of the 
area. 

The former Swan Valley Nyungar campsite was closed by an act of Parliament in 2003. Since then the site has 
been managed by the WA Planning Commission. Successive state governments have agreed that the site should 
be cleared to enable it to be incorporated within regional conservation reserves; however, litigation has 
prevented the clearing of the buildings until this time. The memorial to the 15-year-old girl whose death at the 
camp triggered the Gordon inquiry will be protected and integrated into the future plans for the area. People 
wishing to view the concept plan for the area can visit the Department of Finance website. I acknowledge and 
thank the Department of Planning officers and those from other agencies, including WA Police, the Department 
of Finance, the Department of Aboriginal Affairs, the City of Swan, and my office, for their work in dealing with 
this matter in a sensitive and professional manner. 
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